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CGBCI Conference Business Meeting #1 
Holiday Inn, Erlanger, KY 

Sunday, July 1, 2018 
 

The Conference President, Pastor Dave Blevins, called the meeting to order with prayer. 

 

He announced that we think we have 144 delegates plus Pastoral delegates and then pronounced the 

delegates seated.  

 

He announced that Saturday’s offering, going to help an unnamed Pastor, was $963.00 and that today’s 

offering was $2392.00. 

 

He asked if there were any additions or deletions of Churches to our fellowship. Hearing none he 

mentioned that two churches have officially closed: The Washington, PA. GBC and the Newark, OH 

GBC. 

 

Pastor Tom Johnson read the Minutes from the last business meeting which took place at the Laurelville 

Church Center, Mount Pleasant, PA on July 3, 2017.  One spelling correction was noted.  Then Pastor 

Tom moved that the minutes be accepted, Pastor Bryan Maley seconded and the motion passed. 

 

Pastor Ike Graham presented the Treasurer’s Report.  Having no questions Pastor Larry Williams moved 

to accept the report, Pastor Les Vnasdale seconded it and Pastor Dave Blevins asked for all in favor to 

say “Jesus come today.”  The motion passed resoundingly, but Jesus didn’t come. 

 

Pastor Dave Blevins announced the following corrections to the Proposed Budget.  The number for 

“Honorariums” under “Conference Expenses” is $2225.00 and should be $2375.00 which is the 

Honorariums total at the bottom of the page.  Then the total becomes $12,925.00 and the Grand total 

becomes $17,050.00.  Pastor Larry Williams made a motion to amend the Conference Bible Speaker’s 

Honorarium total from $525.00 to $375.00 to make the total back to $2225.00.  There was some 

discussion including the fact that the math didn’t work. Finally Pastor Williams withdrew the motion.  

Pastor Ike Graham moved that the budget be approved, Mr. Daron McAllister seconded the motion.  A 

question was then asked about the President’s honorarium being $600.00 in 2018, and it is now $500.00 

for 2019.  Pastor Graham explained that the Executive Panel lowered it and raised the Vice-President’s 

honorarium from $200.00 to $300.00.  Pastor Keith Merriman questioned whether the Executive Panel 

can change that, and Pastor Graham said the change was made with the Conference’s approval.  Pastor 

Russ Simpson called for the question.  The motion to accept the proposed budget as amended passed. 

 

Panel Reports: 

 

Pastor Dave Blevins discussed the Statistical Report.  He noted we had 19 teens in YCON and now 20.  

He moved that the report be accepted, it was seconded and passed. 

 

The President of the COP, Pastor Larry Williams, took questions on the COP report.  Pastor Davy 

Troxel noted the misspelling of the word “Conservative” in the very title of our blessed Fellowship's 

name.  Pastor Williams moved to accept the report.  Pastor Vnasdale seconded, and the motion passed. 
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The HMP Report was presented by Pastor Jonathan Edwards for Pastor Ethan Kallberg who was not 

present at the moment.  Erin Stergios noted the word “Southland” should be “South bend.”  Pastor 

Bryan Maley moved to receive the report, Pastor Chris Knight seconded it, and the motion passed. 

 

Pastor Steve Burns discussed the HMP Financial Report. Pastor Dave Swenson moved to receive the 

report, Pastor Jim Rose seconded it, and it passed. 

 

Pastor Les Vnasdale took questions of the FMP report then moved to receive the report, Pastor Ike 

Graham seconded, Pastor Vnasdale called for the vote and the motion passed.   

 

Pastor Steve Burns discussed the FMP Financial Report.  He explained the reason that there is a deficit 

in Africa and still money in their fund.  It is because 15% is set aside for trips.  He also noted that the 

word “February” at the top of the page should be “May.”  This report is for a full fiscal year.  Pastor 

Burns moved to receive the report, Mr. Steve Stricklang seconded it, and the motion passed. 

 

At this point Pastor Les Vnasdale was asked to report on the designating of funds in the future.  He 

explained that some funds that came in for the planting of a CGBCI church in PNG for Paul Swenson 

had been saved up at Paul’s request for the building of his house.  As a result, at least 2 lawyers have 

suggested that we designate only to the field and not to the individual (For instance PNG1 and PNG2).  

The FMP is still looking into this issue and talking about what to do.   Pastor Vnasdale said that there 

may be a letter going out asking donors or churches to indicate if they wanted their donations to go to 

the Swenson’s personally or to the planting of CGBCI Churches in PNG.  Some discussion occurred 

about getting this information from churches, or if it should come from specific individuals.  Several 

offered their opinions and experiences on the tax laws. Pastor Steve Burns said that we should send all 

checks to PNG, Africa, India, etc. 

 

Then Pastor Larry Williams moved that we approve this report, and it was seconded. 

 

Pastor Davy Troxel asked if we should give the Miller’s support to PNG? Pastor Graham recommended 

to designate it to PNG 2.  Pastor Les Vnasdale stressed that we need to do what is legally and morally 

right and stressed that we are still researching the matter.  He then led the Conference in prayer 

concerning the matter. 

 

The vote was taken, and the motion passed. 

 

Pastor Steve Burns moved to adjourn and it was seconded. 

Pastor Dave Blevins closed the meeting with the crack of his gavel. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Pastor Tom Johnson 


