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CGBCI Pre-Conference Planning Meeting 
Laurelville Church Center, Mt. Pleasant, PA 

Friday, June 30, 2017  9:00 AM 
  
There were 31 in attendance: Keith Merriman, Jonathan Edwards, Ike Graham, Davy Troxel, Larry 
Weigle, Pat Williams, Red Williams, Russ Simpson, Joanne Simpson, Brian Auten, Don Farner, Jeff Eno, 
Pat Eno, Del Miller, Bob Kulp, DeLane Miller, Ethan Kallberg, Scott Libby, Dave Swenson, James Belton, 
Jeffrey Kran, Christopher Knight, Joshua Steiner, Philip Moeller, Patty Rose, Jim Rose, Melody Blevins, 
Dave Blevins, Les Vnasdale, Steve Burns, Tom Johnson. 
 
Pastor Steve Burns called this 24th annual conference meeting to order with prayer. 
 
The meeting began with an introduction to the conference staff.   

 Pastor Larry Williams is the Vice President of the COP.  He will also be handling the 
Announcement PowerPoint slides. 

 Pastor Ike Graham is the Past President and a conference speaker. 

 Pastor Del Miller is the conference song leader, NET Ministry leader and will be leading the 
campfire time. 

 Pastor Scott Libby is the President of the COP. 

 Pastor Dave Blevins is the conference Vice President and in charge of the children's ministries. 
His theme is "Hero Training" with is special guest Captain Hope. 

 Pastor Chris Knight is leading the Teen Ministry.  He reported 24 registered teens, and his theme 
is "Survivor: Facing Life in God's Word." Their planned activities include a challenge course and 
biking. 

 Pastor Philip Moeller is leading our Young Adult Conference. 
 
Then Pastor Burns reviewed the conference schedule for each day.  He noted that today's lunch would 
start at 11:45 and that there would be about a 45-minute window after the starting time for everyone to 
get in to eat at all meals before the door would be shut.  He encouraged everyone to come early to the 
evening sessions to get announcements on the screen.  All announcements should be given to Pastor 
DeLane Miller. 
 
Pastor Ike Graham presented the Treasurer's Report (Attached).  He noted that the ending balance will 
appear next year as a beginning balance, but it will be bigger because funds were received after this 
report was prepared.  He then went over the proposed budget for the 2018 Conference year.  Hearing 
no questions Pastor Ike moved to receive both reports, Davy Troxel 2nd it, motion passed. 
 
The question of future Conference locations was discussed.  We are currently contracted to be in 
Erlanger, KY in 2018 and Crowne Plaza in 2019.  Several options were mentioned for 2020 all costing 
over $100 per room-night or costing hundreds for meeting rooms, or we could come back here. 
 
Pastor Burns mentioned that there is one item on the business agenda which is a motion from the COP 
that the six members of the Executive Committee must be members of the COP.  After the next point 
Pastor Larry Williams pointed out the need to ask if anyone had anything to add to the agenda.  There 
was none. 
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Pastor Dave Blevins introduced the 2018 Conference theme as being "Heroes of the Faith." 
 
The Conference offering was discussed with 3 options being offered for consideration. 

1. The new ministry in Myanmar needing $602 per month 
2. Youth Conference 
3. Foreign and Home Missions 

A counting of hands vote was taken with Pastors Ike Graham and Les Vnasdale counting.  Foreign and 
Home Missions received the most votes.  Then Pastor Brian Auten expressed a need for a revote due to 
confusion because Pastor Burns said "some or all" between each item, so he wasn't sure what the vote 
was for.  Pastor James Belton expressed the desire to separate Foreign and Home Missions.  Pastor 
DeLane Miller suggested a cap on the Youth Conference.  Then Pastor Dave Blevins moved for 2 
offerings one for the Youth Conference and the other for Foreign and Home missions.  Pastor Auten 
seconded it.  Pastor Russ Simpson commented that we have always been on a faith based missions 
support system. We don't want to get into a denominational thinking.  We can't guarantee to reach the 
budget every time.  A voice vote was taken and the motion carried. 
 
In other business nominations were taken for the 2018 Vice President.  Pastor Chris Knight was 
nominated. Pastor Dave Blevins put out a Plea for volunteers to give testimonials about Conference for a 
series of on-line videos his is making to promote the conference. Pastor Ike Graham reported that we 
currently are using 74 rooms of which some are campers and some in group cottages.  He usually uses 
80 room nights when negotiating with hotels.  Pastor Keith Merriman asked about out attendance 
records for past conferences.  Someone said they are kept in the Executive Panel Minutes.  Pastor Burns 
announced that the evaluation sheets were not in the packet but will be available in the back. 
 
A motion to adjourn was made by Pastor Russ Simpson and seconded by Pastor DeLane Miller. 
Everyone was in favor of the motion and Pastor DeLane Miller closed the meeting with prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Pastor Tom Johnson, secretary 


