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CGBCI Conference Business Meeting #1 
Laurelville Church Center, Mount Pleasant, PA 

Sunday, July 2, 2017 
 

Pastor Steve Burns opened the meeting with prayer. 
 
Then he called upon Pastor DeLane Miller for the seating of the Delegates. He reported that we 
have 35 Pastoral delegates and 93 Lay delegates for a total of 128 delegates representing 38 
churches.  Pastor Miller made a motion to seat these delegates which was seconded by Pastor 
Larry Williams and the motion carried. 
 
Pastor Burns asked if there were any new churches to bring in, but there were none. 
 
Pastor Tom Johnson read the minutes from the last meeting of our conference on July 5, 2016 
in Erlanger, KY. then moved that the minutes be accepted.  It was seconded and passed. 
 
Pastor Ike Graham presented the Treasurer's Report (attached, Pg. 4). He noted that the ending 
Balance of $19,755.92 will appear on next year's report as the beginning balance, but it will be 
more due to funds that came in after the end of our fiscal year. Pastor Ike moved that the 
report be received.  Pastor Williams then commented on some confusion on the forms 
regarding the fees and moved that we change the term "Conference delegate fees" to 
"Conference membership dues."  Pastor Ike explained that no motion was needed because that 
is what they are, but that his comments were noted.  There was no second to that motion. 
Pastor Ike moved a second time that the report be accepted, it was seconded and passed.  
 
Pastor Ike Graham then presented the Proposed 2018 Conference Budget (attached, page 5).  
Pastor Larry Williams moved that it be accepted as our Conference Budget for 2018.  Pastor 
Ethan Kalberg seconded it, and the motion passed. 
 
Panel Reports: 
Pastor DeLane Miller presented the Statistical Report (attached, no page number).  He reported 
1335 members which is 2 more than what is on the report due to a recent transfer of 
membership, 1582 in Morning Worship, 960 in Sunday School, 420 in evening services, 840 in 
Communion, 650 in Mid-week services, 35 salvations, 66 baptisms, 77 new members, 27 
practorium students.  Pastor DeLane moved that the report be accepted, there was a second.  
Then Pastor Russ Simpson noted a deficit between the cost of Conference and the Membership 
fees. We have 1333 members times 12 which is $16,000. Pastor DeLane noted that there were 
two churches that did not send delegate fees.  Pastor Burns stated that we are praying that 
each church would grow by 5 over the next year to meet the budget. A voice vote was taken 
and the motion carried. 
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 Pastor Scott Libby presented the College of Pastor's report (attached, page 6). He read 
the motion that is to be presented later in this meeting. Then he moved that the report be 
received, Pastor Larry Williams seconded and the motion carried. 
 Pastor Ethan Kalberg brought the Home Missions Panel Report (attached, Page 7). This 
also includes the financial report on the back page.  He noted the need to discontinue the 
"Practical Ministries Internship Program" due to potential problems that could happen.  Then 
one certified professional secretary in our midst noted three misspellings in the report (Thank 
You).  Pastor Ethan moved that the report be accepted, Pastor Russ Simpson seconded and the 
motion carried.  Then Pastor Burns went over the financial report.  He noted that the difference 
in Pastor Jeff Kran's support was because a support check came in too late in the month. It will 
be added to the next month.  Pastor Burns moved to receive the report, it was seconded and 
passed.  
 The Foreign Missions Panel Report (attached, page 8) was presented by the panel's 
secretary Pastor Larry Williams. He commented that the written report reflects what is being 
presented in our Missions Services each evening, and that it is a privilege to serve the 
Fellowship.  He then moved that this report be accepted. Pastor Russ Simpson seconded the 
motion.  Then Pastor Ike Graham noted that the FMP has endorsed the written plan for 
Myanmar. Pastor Burns noted the need to clearly designate all money sent in to him for Noyes' 
and Swenson's so he can get it into the right account. A voice vote was then taken on the 
motion which passed.  Pastor Burns went over the FMP Financial Report (on the back of page 
8).  He noted that the reason there is $9,000 in the Africa account when the giving is behind is 
because 15% given generally is set aside for trips. Pastor Burns moved that the report be 
accepted, it was seconded and passed. 
 Next was the Pastoral Care Panel which had no-one present to present the report. 
Pastor Russ Simpson moved that the written report (attached, page 9) be accepted.  Pastor 
Peter Stergios seconded it and the motion passed with one apposed. 
 Pastor DeLane Miller reported three things for the Ethics and Mediation Panel (report 
attached, Page 10): 1) They were active this year, 2) they are revising their manual and 3) they 
were working on pamphlets. Pastor DeLane moved to accept the report, Pastor Williams 
seconded and it passed. 
 Pastor Tom Johnson reported for the Pastoral Recognition Panel (attached, page 11) 
that two men were examined at this conference and both will need to be re-examined.  A To-
Do List has been created for both the area pastor's exam and the Local church to follow.  This is 
intended to make the examination process more the same across the fellowship.  The panel is 
also still working on the Pastoral Ethics manual.  Pastor Tom moved that this report be 
accepted, Pastor Simpson seconded it and it passed. 
 Pastor Burns highlighted the Youth Conference Report (attached, page 12).  They 
budgeted for 25 and actually had 24.  He also noted that we have fewer youth now due to few 
youth in our churches.  Pastor Burns moved to receive the report, Pastor Williams seconded 
and it passed. 
 The Ladies Ministries Report is attached (page 13).  Pastor Simpson moved that it be 
accepted, it was seconded and passed. 
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 Pastor Simpson brought the School of Theology Report (attached, page 14). He briefly 
summarized how we get the men through their education.  Pastor Simpson moved to receive 
the report, it was seconded by Pastor Williams and passed. 
 Pastor Burns noted that this afternoon was free time with various activates available 
such as going to the Flight 93 Memorial, a tractor ride up the mountain (pulled by a truck), or 
just taking a nap. 
 
Recommendations for future conferences in 2020 and 2021:  Pastor Graham said we have 
contracts for Erlanger, KY in 2018 and Crown Plaza in 2019.  He has pursued all suggested 
locations, but most want more than $100 per room night.  Coming back to Laurelville in 2020 is 
an option along with Morgantown, PA.  Pastor Burns stated that the Pre-Conference Planning 
Meeting made no recommendations.  Pastor James Belton noted the need to vote each 
conference year on the $100 ceiling and moved that the conference room rate ceiling be raised 
to $110.   This motion was seconded and received a mixed oral vote.  The vote was retaken by a 
raising of hands vote. The result was 44 in favor, and 38 against.  The motion passed. 
 
Pastor Brian Auten gave the Pastorless Churches Report.  He reported one available man, 12 
pastorless churches and 3 churches using un-ordained men.  That means we have 32% of our 
churches with no pastor and 40% of our churches with no pastor or an un-ordained man.  
Pastor Auten moved to receive the report, and it was seconded.  A question was asked about 
how many of the available churches were really viable.  Pastor Auten said that most would not 
be for most men.  Perhaps they may be for a retired man or a man who didn't need income 
from the church.  A vote was taken and the motion passed. 
 
Nominations for Conference Vice President were taken.  Pastor Christ Knight was nominated at 
the Pre-Conference Planning meeting.  Since no nominations or volunteers were received, 
Pastor Simpson moved that nominations cease and that Pastor Chris be declared elected.  It 
was seconded and passed. 
 
New Business: 
The motion being recommended by the College of Pastors was presented for discussion.  It 
reads "The six Presidents of the Executive Panel must be members of the College of Pastors."  
The motion was seconded by Brother Tim Cover.  There was no discussion.  This will be voted 
on in Monday's business meeting. 
 
A question was asked about the availability of Pastor Dave Blevins' Prayer Calendar.  It is 
available and was given to the pastors. A request was noted for the need to live stream in 
Greek classes. 
 
A motion was made to adjourn, it was seconded and passed by all standing.  Pastor Scott Libby 
closed the meeting in prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Pastor Tom Johnson, Conference Secretary 


