
CGBCI Conference Business Meeting #1 
Holiday Inn, Erlanger, KY 

Monday, July 4, 2016 

 

 

The meeting was opened in prayer by Pastor DeLane Miller. 

 Pastor Miller proceeded to the seating of the delegates and asked Pastor Russ Simpson to read a 

letter from the Flora GBC asking to be accepted into the CGBCI.  The letter included a check for 

their dues.  After reading the letter Pastor Simpson moved that they be accepted into the 

CGBCI. There was a second by Pastor Keith Merriman. 

At this point there was a Point of Order raised by Pastor DeLane Miller because the 

conference could not vote until our current delegates were seated first. So he called 

upon Pastor Larry Williams for the delegate report. 

Pastor Williams reported that there were 24 churches, 28 pastors and 72 lay people for a total 

of 100 delegates.  He did a quick roll call of each church to respond with a “Ye Ha.” Most said 

something of that nature.  Then Pastor Miller moved to seat the delegates which was seconded 

by Pastor Davy Troxel. The motion passed.  Then we took back up the motion to accept the Flora 

GBC which passed unanimously. 

 The minutes of the CGBCI conference meeting from July 7, 2015 were read by Pastor Tom 

Johnson who moved that they be accepted.  Pastor Russ Simpson seconded it, and the motion 

passed. 

Pastor Keith Merriman noted that the minutes should be in the packets.  Pastor Miller 

said we would make them available at the next meeting. 

 A new updated copy of the Financial Report was handed out.  It was noted that the $4607.40 

that was questioned in the Pre-Conference Planning Meeting was in the books that way because 

they were all handed to the Financial Secretary in bulk.  Actually only about $2100 of that figure 

went to the Nehemiah Team and one personal benevolent gift.  Pastor Miller made a motion to 

receive the report, Pastor Simpson seconded it, and the motion passed. 

 The Statistical Report was presented by Pastor Larry Williams.  He reported that only 17 of the 

39 churches reported, and that they had an average of 50 members and 60 in the Sunday 

Morning attendances.  Pastor Williams moved to accept the report, it was seconded and passed. 

 The Ladies Report was available in the packet.  It was moved, seconded and passed to receive 

that report. 

 There was no Y-Con Report in the packet.  Pastor Bryan Maley reported that they had 17 last 

year and 24 full time youth this year and another five youth that were part-time.  He also 

reported that they made one dollar profit last year and would be close to even this year.  Pastor 

Maley moved to accept the report, it was seconded and passed. 

 The College of Pastors’ report was presented by Pastor Ike Graham who only asked for 

questions.  Hearing none he moved to accept the report, it was seconded and passed. 



 Pastor Keith Merriman reported for the Pastor Care Panel.  He was reporting for Pastor Ron 

Jarvis who had resigned due to health.  He reported that they had two needs.  One was for 

Pastor Chip Jones who needed $1500 to come to conference.  So, far $1060 has come in to meet 

that need.  Then Pastor Gordy Harmon was in need of $1200 due to surgery.  He thanked those 

who helped.  Pastor Merriman moved to receive the report, Pastor Les Vnasdale seconded it, 

and it passed. 

 The Foreign Missions report was presented by Pastor Vnasdale.  Pastor Russ Simpson 

questioned if the once M120 and now M400 funds were for all needs or just new needs.   Pastor 

Vnasdale said it was for all we support right now.  Pastor Merriman noted that we already have 

$230,000 coming in which included projects.  Paul Swenson commented on how we used the 

M120 funds.  Then Pastor Vnasdale stated the funds were used for missionaries already on the 

field and not the Noyes’ and Swenson’s.  Someone also noted that we still have $21,000 in a 

savings account that can be used when needed.  Pastor Williams said the FMP is to use the 

funds as needed on the field. 

Pastor Miller drew attention to the Foreign Missions Financial Report.  Pastor Steve 

Burns commented on that report. He added a plea to designate specifically who the 

support goes to on a letter with the check. 

A motion was made to accept these reports, it was seconded and passed. 

 Pastor Burns then reported on Home Missions.  He explained that some had a zero expense 

because the funds were sent out before the fiscal report.  Pastor Ethan Kallberg gave a brief oral 

report of what is happening generally including that Peter Stergios’ church plant plan was 

approved and a new program to get pastor-less churches paired up with Practorium students 

was being formed.  More on this will be presented in the Home Missions Service.  Pastor 

Kallberg moved to receive the reports, it was seconded and passed. 

 Pastor Miller noted the Ethics and Mediation Panel Report in the packet.  It was moved and 

seconded to receive that report.  Motion passed. 

 Pastor Brian Auten had no report for Pastor-less Churches. 

 Pastor Tom Johnson gave an oral report for the Pastoral Recognition Panel.  He reported that 3 

examinations were organized.  One was canceled because it was determined the candidate was 

not yet ready.  Another for Joshua Steiner took place and he passed.  The third, because of 

special circumstances, will be held on Thursday after conference.  They are also still working of 

the Pastoral Ethics Manual.  Then he was reminded that Pastor Craig Noyes was examined at the 

Mid-Year meetings and passed.  Pastor Johnson moved that the report be accepted, it was 

seconded and passed.  

 Nominations for Vice President were opened.  Pastor Ike Graham recommended Pastor Dave 

Blevins and Pastor Scott Libby recommended Pastor Bryan Maley.  Pastor Williams and Pastor 

Miller counted in a raised hands vote with Pastor Dave Blevins being elected. 

 Other reports were asked for.  Pastor Blevins announced that Pastor Bob Burns went home to 

be with the Lord. 

 There was no Old Business. 



 Under New Business there was discussion about the 2018 conference site.  Pastor Graham 

described the search results noting that we have a general agreement to come back here in 

2018.  For 2019 three options were recommended: Laurelville Church Center, Crowne Plaza of 

Grand Rapids, MI, or International Palms Resort in Orlando, Fl.  A motion was made to go to the 

Crowne Plaza in 2019 by Pastor Miller, it was seconded and passed. 

o The 2018 site of the Holiday Inn in Erlanger, KY was further discussed.  Pastor Maley 

expressed concern that Y-Con was being told to be quiet to not interfere with the adult 

conference and was too confined in their room for activities.  They recommended 

another site.  Pastor Graham mentioned the Great Wolf Lodge as a possibility but said it 

costs way too much.  There was a couple of folks who mentioned problems with room 

reservations. 

Pastor Graham took an unofficial straw poll to see if the conference would accept much 

higher room rates.  It showed that the conference was not willing to do so. 

The discussion was unofficially tabled until the next meeting, due to the time, without 

objection. 

Pastor Miller moved to close the meeting, it was seconded and passed. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Pastor Tom Johnson, Secretary 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Pastor Tom Johnson, Secretary 


