
CGBCI Pre-Conference Planning Meeting 
Laurelville Church Center, Mt. Pleasant, PA 

July 3, 2015 
 

Minutes 
 

The call to order and opening prayer was led by our conference president and moderator Pastor Larry 
[Red] Williams. 
 
There was an introduction to the conference staff with each giving brief highlights of their respective 
areas of the conference. 
 
Pastor Williams reviewed the Schedule going through each daily activity and noting the speakers for 
each Bible session and their message titles.  It was noted when commenting on the Foreign Missions 
Night that we have been blessed by having Pastor Solomon Zambo from Cameroon, Africa with us.  He 
was given a generous welcome of applause.   
 
Financial Report: The Adult  Conference report was explained by Pastor Ike Graham.  He noted that the 
new fiscal year ended on September 30, 2014.  He also pointed out that there was an increase in dues at 
our last conference to help offset the current deficit.  There was a question concerning the $5299.05 for 
“Hotel”.  Pastor Ike explained that as being executive panel room expenses and a $1000 deficit in youth 
room expenses.  There was also a question about the “legal” expenses of $1230.00.  It was explained as 
being a delayed expense from becoming incorporated previously.   The proposed budget was then gone 
over briefly. 
 
A motion was made to accept the Financial Report, Seconded, and passed. 
 
The June 20, 2014 Minutes were read by the conference secretary, Pastor Tom Johnson who then 
moved that they be accepted.  The motion was seconded and passed. 
 
Sound System Upgrades:  It was noted that we now have new microphones and a few new cables and 
that no more upgrades would be needed for next year’s conference. 
 
Future Conference Locations:  The 2016 and 2018 conferences are scheduled to be at the Holiday Inn in 
Cincinnati, Ohio.  We have 3 possible locations for the 2017 conference including Crowne Plaza in Grand 
Rapids, MI, Laurelville Church Center in PA, and Antiochian Village in PA. There was a visual presentation 
of the Crowne Plaza hotel.  Pastor Ike Graham explained that he did send request forms to every site 
that was recommended to him, but many did not respond.  Pastor Russ Simpson moved that the Crowne 
Plaza Hotel be the recommended 2017 conference location to the conference floor.  The motion was 
seconded and passed. 
 
Nominations to be sent to the conference floor for the 2017 Conference President were opened.  Pastor 
Steve Burns had already agreed to be on the ballot.  One name was suggested, but he immediately 
declined.  A motion was made that nominations cease, it was seconded, and passed. 
 
The Business Meeting agenda was gone over briefly. 
 



The 2016 Conference President, Pastor DeLane Miller, was introduced.  His theme will be The Christian 
Home.  His leadership team is still being organized.  It was pointed out that the Ark project near the 
Creation Museum is now to be completed on July 1, 2016. 
 
Suggestions for the conference offering were made.  The Executive Panel recommended the Team 
Nehemiah CGBC.  There were a couple other ideas mentioned.  Pastor Ethan Kalberg made a motion 
that the conference offering go to Team Nehemiah CGBC.  It was seconded and passed. 
 
Pastor Ethan Kalberg made a pug for the CGBCI web site. 
 
There was a call for a volunteer to do our Voice Newsletter. One name was suggested, but that was 
declined.   It was suggested that we send a thank you card to Mrs. Connie Marsh for her past service 
producing the Voice.  Pastor Williams quickly delegated that task to his wife. 
 
There was a call for a volunteer to store and/or use the conference sound system.  Pastor Keith 
Merriman agreed to keep it.  No vote was taken. 
 
Pastor Ike Graham was asked about the difficulty of handling the conference room reservations.  He 
noted the problem of last minute reservations and late reservations, but thought that since they now 
have a system set up that it could be done again. 
 
A motion was made to add a $100 love gift to the card for Connie Marsh.  It was seconded and passed. 
 
Pastor Larry Williams closed the meeting with prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Pastor Tom Johnson, Secretary 


