
CGBCI Conference Business Meeting #1 

Laurelville Church Center, Mt. Pleasant, PA 

July 6, 2015 

 

There was a call to order with Prayer by Pastor Larry [Red] Williams. 

 

Pastor Scott Libby reported on the seating of the delegates that we had 29 pastoral and 65 Lay delegates 

and 27 churches.  He moved that we seat these delegates.  The motion was seconded and passed. 

 

The minutes from the Pre-Conference Planning Meeting were read by Pastor Tom Johnson.  It was 

suggested that we strike the “’Bee Gee’ style music” phrase, and that the Ark project is “near” the 

Creation Museum not “at” the Creation Museum, and that the “Nehemiah project” is now called “Team 

Nehemiah CGBC.”  It was moved that the minutes be accepted as amended, it was seconded and 

passed. 

 

REPORTS: 

 Financial Report:  Pastor Ike Graham explained the new fiscal year that the report covered and 

offered to answer questions.  Having none, there was a motion receive the report, it was 

seconded and passed. Report attached. 

 Auditor’s Report: Brother Benjamin Miller, CPA and Brother Cliff Swenson reported that the 

books were reviewed and that no material errors were found. It was also noted that this audit is 

not required, but that it is a good idea. There was a motion to accept the report, seconded and 

passed. 

 Statistical Report: Pastor Scott Libby reviewed 3 corrections to the original report found in the 

packet that are highlighted on the blue report (Report attached).  He said that those not up to 

date have been notified. He orally gave the averages (members 38, a.m. attendance 46, p.m. 

attendance 18, Mid-week attendance 19) noting that we have declined in numbers over the past 

few years.  There was a motion to accept the report, seconded and passed. 

 Ladies Ministries had no report. 

 Youth Conference:  Pastor Bryan Maley had no financial report at that time but reported that 

they spent about $7000.00 and had about 1800.00 left over.  They had 16 fulltime youth and 2 

decisions were made.  There was a request for an update on the thefts.  He told us the police 

had made reports and may have possible suspects.  Pastor Ike Graham added that the loss 

should be turned into the Laurelville Church Center’s insurance. A motion was made to accept 

this report, it was seconded and passed. 

 Pastoral Care Panel:  Pastor Steve Burns reported the privilege of caring for 1 struggling man this 

past year.  He moved that the report be accepted, it was seconded and passed. 

 Foreign Missions Panel:  Pastor Les Vnasdale reported that it is a privilege to see the Noyes’ and 

the Swensons going to the field soon.  He also noted that we have made a wise investment in 

our indigenous church planters over the years.  Their financial report (attached) was given by 

Pastor Steve Burns.  He noted that we came about $6000.00 short in our goal in Africa which 

was covered by the Gibsonburg Church.  He also noted that the accounts for the Noyes’ and 

Swensons are there building up to help with the initial costs of moving to the field and putting 

up a house.  The Noyes’ estimate they will need about $40,000.00.  The Macedonia 120 project 



was mentioned, and it was noted that each church treasurer should clearly designate any funds 

given to it so they can be placed were needed.  Les Vnasdale added that the FMP decided that 

the funds would be divided “proportionally according to need” to our missionaries.  A motion 

was made to accept the report, seconded and passed. 

 Pastor Ike Graham reported that the orphanage situation in India is currently stable although 

the government is quite anti-Christian.  

 The Home Missions Panel Financial Report: Pastor Steve Burns went over the financial report 

(attached).  He noted that the Kran support of #3080.98 has been sent off since the printing of 

the report.  Pastor Larry Williams asked how we are doing with our commitment.  When no-one 

seemed to know Pastor Ike Graham moved for the HMP to request of Chosen People Ministries 

an accounting of the Kran’s financial status on an annual basis.  The motion was seconded.  

Pastor Mike Wingfield offered a friendly amendment to the motion to say “quarterly” rather 

than “annual” which was accepted.  Then  Mrs. Kran described the reports they get from Chosen 

People Ministries and said that they were about $4000 per month behind on their monthly 

support.  Pastor Keith Merriman asked, “can Jeff forward the reports he gets to us.” They replied 

that they can do that.  Pastor Ike Graham then amended his amended motion to read that we 

“request a financial accounting.”  The seconder again approved.  The motion then read, “The 

HMP is to request a financial accounting on a quarterly basis from the Krans.”  The motion 

passed.  The NET Team was asked if their expenses were covered.  Pastor Del Miller responded 

affirmatively. A motion was made to receive both HMP reports.  Then a question was asked 

about our interest in planting churches in America.  Pastor Dave Blevins stated that the HMP 

was open to any new plans but that there were none at this time.  Pastor Russ Simpson noted 

the need to revive our current small pastor-less churches.  Pastor Ethan Kalberg said they were 

working on getting practorium students to visit these churches.  Someone also noted that Pastor 

Marvin Meeker has come out of retirement and taken one already.  Pastor Davy Troxel 

mentioned that they were helping one financially.  Then the motion to receive both HMP 

reports was seconded and passed. 

 The Liaison to Pastor-less Churches and Available men: It was mentioned that Pastor Marvin 

Meeker has resigned this office and that Pastor Brian Auten has agreed to do it.  A motion was 

made that Pastor Brian Auten be the Liaison to Pastor-less churches and Available men. Other 

names were mentioned but no-one changed the motion.  It was then seconded and passed.   

 

We entertained nominations for the 2016 CGBCI Vice President.  Pastor Steve Burns had already 

volunteered.  Having no other names a motion was made to elect Pastor Burns, it was seconded and 

passed. 

 

It was announced that the Panels need to meet to select officers and notify Pastor Larry Williams to 

have them put into the Voice.  A motion was made to elect Mrs. Tara Bradly, who volunteered, to be the 

editor of our Voice Newsletter.  It was seconded and passed. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: There was none. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  



We discussed the conference site for 2017. A “Future Conferences Bidding Process Update” report is 

attached. There was a correction for the Holiday Inn at Cincinnati.  The cost per night should be $89 not 

$95 and the youth should be $30 per day rather than $36.  Pastor Ike Graham reported that of the 

options on the report 3 were real possibilities: Crowne Plaza in Grand Rapids, MI, Laurelville, PA, and 

Antiochian Village, PA.  A question was asked if the Holiday Inn offered free breakfast.  The answer was, 

not at the lower price.  We were reminded that the pre-conference planning meeting recommended the 

Crowne Plaza site.  There was some discussions pro and con, and we viewed the Crowne Plaza visual 

presentation again.  There was a number of mostly positive comments about the Laurelville Church 

Center including the fact of the free golf cart to use and that the youth could bring food and cook their 

own meals.  Pastor Scott Libby moved that we come back to Laurelville in 2017, it was seconded by 

Pastor Del Miller.  The motion clearly passed with a voice vote having only a couple against. 

 

Noting that we have 2 more items for tomorrow Pastor Larry Williams closed the meeting in prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Pastor Tom Johnson 


